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LORD, YOU WERE RICH  

BEYOND ALL SPLENDOR 
By Pastor Lucas Proeber 

  A new-to-us hymn in our hymnal that has a text worth exploring is 

number 365 and shares the title of this devotion. Let’s dive right in to 

see what makes these words so beautiful. Verse one reads: 

Lord, you were rich beyond all splendor,  

yet, for love’s sake, became so poor;  

leaving your throne in glad surrender,  

sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.  

Lord, you were rich beyond all splendor,  

yet, for love’s sake, became so poor.  

Just how rich was Jesus? Simply read about the splendors of heav-

en in the book of Revelation and you will be astounded at the majesty 

Jesus left behind. For instance, in Revelation 21:21, John writes about 

the beauty of heaven this way: “The twelve gates are twelve pearls. 

Each of the gates is made out of one pearl. And the street of the city is 

pure gold, like transparent glass.” Or, as the hymn puts it, sapphire-

paved courts. The roads of heaven will be unlike anything we have 

ever experienced. 

However, the thing that makes heaven truly rich isn’t the roads. In 

fact, the roads are just part of the bigger picture. Everything in heaven 

is glorious and exactly the way it should be. When you consider that—

and the fact that Jesus left that for something that isn’t even close to a 

sapphire-paved court—it’s truly humbling. Jesus came into this world 

and was laid on a dirty, dark stable floor. More than that, years later, 

he would be nailed to the death device we call the cross. How poor 

Jesus became!  

And, if that’s not surprising enough, he did all this “in glad surren-

der” because of his love for you and me. Just as Paul writes in 2 Corin-

thians 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that alt-

hough he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that through 

his poverty you might become rich.” Because of the grace of Jesus,  

Continued on page 2 
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you will get to walk those sapphire-paved courts one 

day. As we wander through this world that is much 

closer to a stable floor than a glorious home, that as-

surance brings us peace. Verse two of the hymn: 

You are our God beyond all praising,  

yet, for love’s sake, became a man; 

stooping so low, but sinners raising  

heav’nward by your eternal plan. 

You are our God beyond all praising,  

yet, for love’s sake, became a man. 

What does it mean to be God beyond all praising? 

It means that Jesus was and remains all-powerful, ev-

er-present, and all-knowing. He was there at creation 

as the Word; he has always been a part of the Father’s 

plan of salvation; he is still with us today and holds all 

things together by his mighty power. Yet, he 

“became a man.” In Bible classes, we would say that 

Jesus did not make full and frequent use of his divine 

power, knowledge, or presence while he walked this 

earth. Were there still times he flexed his muscles 

through miraculous signs? Sure. Do we see him basi-

cally read people’s minds throughout the Gospels? 

Yes, we do. There are even times when Jesus vanish-

es from the grasp of people who would try to kill him. 

But he had to come down into this world as one of 

us—a man, a human, someone with flesh and blood—

so that he could be tempted, share in our struggles, 

and come out victorious. His victory is our victory, as 

he conquers the Devil for us and connects us to that 

victory through faith. 

Obviously, the hymn writer has in mind the words 

of Philippians 2:6-8, which say, “Though he was by 

nature God, he did not consider equality with God as 

a prize to be displayed, but he emptied himself by 

taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in 

human likeness, and his appearance was like that of 

any other man, he humbled himself and became obe-

dient to the point of death—even death on a cross.” 

I would also add in the words of Hebrews, 

“Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, 

he also shared the same flesh and blood, so that 

through death he could destroy the one who had the 

power of death (that is, the Devil) and free those who 

LORD, YOU WERE RICH BEYOND ALL SPLENDOR 
Continued from page 1 

were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of 

death” (2:14-15). Verse three of the hymn: 

Lord, you are love beyond all telling;  

Savior and King, we worship you. 

Emmanuel, within us dwelling,  

make us and keep us pure and true. 

Lord, you are love beyond all telling;  

Savior and King, we worship you. 

A fitting prayer of praise to the one who became 

God in the flesh for us; to the one who was rich but, 

for our sakes, became poor so that we would be rich. 

He dwells with us still through faith. He comes to us 

through Word and Sacrament, directing our steps 

along the way so that they might be pure and true. 

Because Jesus has done all this and more, we worship 

him. May we continue to do so beyond the season of 

Christmas, letting nothing come between us and Je-

sus. Constantly consider what he has done for you 

and worshiping him in thought, word, and action will 

be the only thing you can think to do.† 

EPIPHANY SERVICE  

ON JANUARY 5 
Each year, Epiphany comes     

as the final day of the Christmas 

season, January 6—it’s actually the 

twelfth day of Christmas! The     

Festival of the Epiphany is when the 

Church celebrates the fact that   

Jesus came to reveal God’s grace to more than just 

the people of Israel; he came to show that God’s love 

stretches across the boundaries of race and nation, 

beginning with the Wise Men who visited from afar. 

This year at St. Paul’s, since January 6th is on a 

Friday, we will celebrate that truth with a special   

service on Thursday, January 5 at 6:30 PM. Pastor 

Wayne Oblender, who serves at St. Peter’s in Marsh-

field and is our circuit pastor, will preach the sermon. 

Other WELS area congregations have been invited to 

join us for this worship service. We look forward to 

joining our hearts and voices to praise the Son who 

reveals God’s love to us.† 
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Happy New Year to all!  If you 

took notice of our title, it seems 

only appropriate that we would 

start off 2023 with a little rhyme to 

bring a smile to your face…or is it 

a rhyme to bring a little smile to 

your face?  Whatever the case may 

be, we certainly hope that the 

smiles and afterglow of Christmas 

have not worn off, nor will they  

ever, as we bask in the joy of the 

Lord Jesus coming to be our      

Savior! 

Back on Nov. 30th the SPYs 

served the first of our three Advent 

meals.  It always brings joy to my 

heart to see Christians, young and 

old alike, gather together for wor-

ship, fellowship, and food!  Again, 

a great big thank you to Kent and 

Kristie Schroeder for putting an 

incredible amount of effort into 

preparing the meal as well as to all 

who so generously donated a 

freewill gift to our group! 

In our last article we shared 

with you the fact that the annual 

“Hoop Shoot” competition would 

be occurring in December.  Mr. 

Brian Spranger (father of kinder-

garten student Oliver) is the coor-

dinator of this event for the greater 

Wisconsin Rapids area.  Since 

then, several of our students took 

part in Level One held at our 

school, and we are now able to  

officially announce to you the    

winners: 

Ages 8-9 = 1st Place –  

 Girls =     Abigail Sherd   

 Boys = Josiah WhiteEagle 

Ages 10-11 = 1st Place –  

 Girls = Corrine Nowak 

Next, Level Two was held at 

East Junior High on Saturday, Dec. 

10th.  Unfortunately, none of our 

HAPPY TO BE IN 2023 
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

students were able to advance to 

Level Three; however, Josiah did 

finish in second place in his age 

division…congratulations Josiah!!!  

Thanks to all of the students who 

participated as well as to the fami-

lies who attended the competition! 

And, finally, basketball practic-

es are in full swing with our first 

games scheduled for Friday, Jan. 

6th at home against Trinity, Marsh-

field.  The B-team will tip things off 

at 5:00 PM with the A-team game to 

follow (approximately 6:00).  If 

time permits, be sure to come on 

over and cheer our co-ed teams on 

to victory!  Till next month...† 

Level One Winners:  
Corrine, Josiah, and Abby  

Josiah with 
his 2nd place  
Level Two   

trophy. 

WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT TRANSGENDERISM 
By Pastor Lucas Proeber 

For the last several decades, political and 

theological debates have centered on the 

LGBTQIA+ movement. In the past few 

years, the “T” for transgenderism seems 

to have taken center stage. From 

transgendered bathrooms, transgendered 

athletes, and celebrities who have seem-

ingly “transitioned” from one gender to 

the other, the transgender movement has 

moved to the forefront of hot topic discussions! But 

what does God have to say about all of this?  

Starting January 8, join us between services on 

Sunday mornings (about 9:15-10:15) to discuss the 

matters surrounding transgenderism. We will cover 

things like God’s natural design; how and why the 

world has exchanged the truth of God’s Word for a 

lie; discussing transgenderism with your children; 

and standing up for the truth. Please bring your ques-

tions pertaining to the transgender movement. If you 

are unable to attend any of the weeks, but would still 

be interested in hearing the discussion, let Pastor 

Proeber know. He can record the audio and email a 

file the Monday following. † 
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KWIK TRIP SCRIP CARD CHANGE 
By Deb DeWilde 

Our distributor has announced 

a change to our Kwik Trip scrip 

cards; I will do my best to explain 

how these changes affect us. Cur-

rently, when you purchase a Kwik 

Trip card you may use it at the 

pump or inside for all those fabu-

lous goodies they have. When the 

card is used at the pump, the 4% 

In previous years, Pastor 

Plagenz has held a Bible infor-

mation class weekday evenings 

beginning in January and running 

for 12 weeks. He will again have a 

class, however, the format will be 

a little different. In an effort to 

reach more families with young 

children connected to or interest-

ed in the school, he will hold four 

Saturday morning “workshops” 

which will cover multiple lessons 

each time. Workshops will be 

from 8:30am-12:30pm on January 

21, February 4, February 18, and 

March 4. 

These workshops will utilize 

the same course, Foundations of 

the Christian Faith, which covers 

the basics of Christianity as taught 

rebate goes directly to you and 

the school in equal 50% shares. 

However, when the card is used 

inside the school receives an ad-

ditional 10% rebate that is distrib-

uted to us as a lump sum every 

quarter. However, this 10% rebate 

on inside purchases is not credit-

ed back to you, the purchaser.  

Beginning January 1, 2023 

Kwik Trip will be offering two 

cards for sale. One that can be 

used at the pump or inside with 

the current 4% rebate. A second 

card may also be purchased for 

inside purchases only with a 10% 

FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Winter Bible Information Class 

in the Bible and what we believe 

and teach here at St. Paul’s. In-

cluded in the course materials is a 

handy index of key religious 

terms, Luther’s Small Catechism, 

and a robust appendix of articles 

covering topics from ancient Bible 

manuscripts to differences be-

tween modern churches. 

To make this opportunity as 

accessible as possible for young 

families, we hope to provide on-

site childcare for parents. We 

would also like to provide snacks 

and lunch for all attendees. Are 

you able to help with childcare or 

food preparation? If so, please 

contact Pastor Plagenz at pas-

torplagenz@stpaulswr.org or   

920-689-3036.                                       

Interested in attending? Regis-

ter by calling the church office or 

by scanning the QR code below. 

Come to be refreshed in the core 

teachings of the Bible! Better yet, 

invite a friend to come learn with 

you as you “grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). † 

rebate. They are now set up to 

credit this rebate back to you and 

the school in equal 50% shares. 

Kwik Trip is providing this card as 

a way to direct rebates back to the 

individual.  

One other card change – we 

will no longer be offering 

Walgreens cards for sale on Sun-

days. Several times over the past 

year Walgreens cards have be-

come unavailable. We cannot pre-

dictably purchase them for you so 

we will no longer be offering the 

physical cards.  † 
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money invested in IRA, you may 

be eligible for Qualified Charita-

ble Distributions (QCDs). Rather 

than dollars from your IRA coming 

to you as income, and writing a 

check to the church for your offer-

ings, you can elect to have funds 

sent directly to St. Paul’s. As a   

result, you do not have to pay   

income tax on the dollars as they 

pass directly to the church. This is 

one avenue available to our older 

members to support the ministry 

of St. Paul’s while minimizing the 

tax liability. Talk with your finan-

cial planner or tax preparer if you 

want more information. All you 

need is our EIN: 39-0888055. 

If you have any questions re-

garding our financial operations, 

please don’t hesitate to reach out 

to me at 5JAnderson@charter.net 

or 715-423-5922. † 

A NOTE ON YEAR-END GIVING 
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary  

 The end of the year is quick-

ly approaching. This is just a  

reminder that our books for the 

year close on December 31st. 

Gifts received during the New 

Year’s Eve worship service will 

be recorded for 2022 contribu-

tions.  Offerings from New Year’s 

Day will be credited to 2023. 

Make sure your offerings are 

recorded in the year that you 

desire. 

In 2021, there was a tax    

provision that allowed single tax 

filers a $300 deduction ($600 for 

married filing jointly) for charita-

ble gifts even if claiming the 

standard deduction.  This is 

gone, however, for tax year 

2022.  

Looking ahead to 2023, now 

might be a good time to look at 

your giving strategy.  If you are 

age 70 ½ or more, and have 

IN THE MAILBOX 
Thank you for the volunteers from your church on 11/28 through 

12/2. During those 5 days 118 households were served for a total of 

328 individuals including 5 new clients in South Wood County. We are 

so thankful for those who care about the well-being of our neighbors 

in this area. It is faithful church volunteer who make everything possi-

ble by continuing to serve. These volunteers are vital to our program 

filling the needs of our clients. 

We appreciate receiving paper bags and plastic bags. Our needs 

are ongoing, so food and monetary donations are continuously and 

graciously appreciated. A “Current Needs List” is on our website.  

Thanks again for your help at FOCUS Food Pantry and supporting 

those in need in our area. 

FOCUS Food Pantry, 

Pat Barton  

Assistant Operations Mgr. 

ENJOYING HIS 

PRESENCE 
By Marilyn Sigler 

On the evening of December 4th,   

ladies of all ages gathered to enjoy 

an evening together in God's word 

accompanied by beautiful music,  

fellowship and delicious dessert.  

This year's Advent By Candlelight 

program, "Anticipating His Pres-

ence", used presents under a Christ-

mas tree to demonstrate the gifts (His 

Presence) that are ours at Christmas 

and every day. 

This year the event was blessed 

to have had the support of a group of 

younger hostesses who were new to 

the event.  We were also excited to 

have guests from Good Shepherd 

attend. We hope to have these ladies 

continue to join us in the future. 

This year's committee would like 

to extend a special Thank You to all 

who contributed their time and tal-

ents to make the evening special. 

The music was uplifting, the candle lit 

tables were elegant, the dessert was 

delicious and skillfully served by the 

teens supporting us that night.  We 

pray that the evening's program was 

uplifting to all who attended. † 
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Current  

 In memory of Sheila Provost's 
father, Harold Anderson,    

given by Deb & Terry Radtke 

 In memory of Darlene      
Reynolds given by Mr. & Mrs. 

Charles Rea, Germaine 

Hillmer, and Linda Pollnow 

 In memory of Joe Feaster    
given by Randy & Pat Deboer 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS & MEMORIALS  
through December 11, 2022 

CATECHISM CORNER 
What does the word baptize mean? 

Mark 7:3,4 3 - In fact, the Pharisees and all the Jews do not 

eat unless they scrub their hands with a fist, holding to the tradition 

of the elders.  When they come from the marketplace, they do not 

eat unless they wash [“baptize” in Greek]. And there are many other 

traditions they adhere to, such as the washing of cups, pitchers, ket-

tles, and dining couches. 

The word baptize, as used in New Testament times, means “to apply 

water in various ways: immerse, wash, pour, or sprinkle.” 

Why do we say the Sacrament of Baptism in not just plain water? 

Matthew 28:19 [Jesus commanded,] Therefore go and gather disci-

ples of all nations by baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 5:25,26  Husbands, love your wives, in the same way as 

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her  

holy, by cleansing her with the washing of water in connection with 

the Word. 

Special water is not required for Baptism. Jesus was baptized in the 

Jordan River. As Philip was teaching an Ethiopian the gospel of         

Jesus, they happened on a source of water and the Ethiopian asked 

to be baptized. When the prison doors were miraculously opened 

for Paul and Silas (Acts 16:16-34), they had a chance to teach the  

jailer and his family about Jesus. In the middle of the night, Paul and 

Silas baptized the jailer’s family. They all simply used the water that 

was available to them. 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

 

Baptism 
Sebastian Alistair Whitley   

 

Adult Confirmation 
Jace Wipfli   

 

Profession of Faith 
Nathan & Jenny Knutson 

and their children 
 Kaila & Calin   

 

Home with the Lord   

 Darlene Reynolds   

School  

 In memory of Darlene Reyn-
olds given by Lois Wittrock 

 In memory of Harold Ander-
son given by Randal & Carla 

Mayes 

St. Paul’s School Assistance 

Fund 

 In memory of Harold Ander-
son given by Larry & Veronica 

Klish 

Pastor/Teacher Assistance 

Fund  

 In memory of Darlene Reyn-
olds given by Edna Haferman 

 In memory of Harold Ander-
son given by Edna Haferman 

and Robert & Katie Schalow 

Mortgage 

 In memory of Harold Ander-
son given by Kathy Jackson 

and Marilyn Link 

 In memory of Jeanne Vollert 
given by Kathy Jackson 

 In memory of Darlene Reyn-
olds given by Dorothy & 

Marvin Raasch 

 In memory of Don Clark,    
husband of a niece of Dorothy 

& Marvin Raasch, given by 

Dorothy & Marvin Raasch 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

         UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec. 24 ~ Christmas Eve Worship at 6:30PM 

Dec. 25 ~ Christmas Day Worship at 9:30AM 

              (only one service) 

Dec. 31 ~ New Year’s Eve Worship at 6:30PM 

Jan. 1    ~ New Year’s Day Worship at 9:30AM 

             (only one service) 

Jan. 5    ~ Epiphany Worship at 6:30PM 


